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demanding attention, and have indeed raised serious inter-
national questions. The more important of these we will
now briefly consider.

In a previous chapter1 a sketch has been given of the
relations of Japan with the United States of America at the
time of the re-opening of Japan to other nations ;
and it was noted that in the treaty with the
United States it was stipulated that the Pre-
sident would act as friendly adviser in case of any difference
between Japan and any European Power. In the early
days of foreign intercourse the Government of the United
States was considered to be not only the friend but also the
protector of Japan ; and the history of the beginning of the
Meiji period contains the record of many friendly acts on
the part of the Government of the United States, when the
representatives of other Powers were, as yet, not inclined to
take Japan very seriously, or even to admit her to the rights
to which she had a just claim. A few illustrations of that
friendly action will be interesting at the present time, when
certain questions have arisen which have caused considerable
discussion, and which have given some sections of the press
the opportunity of doing their best to raise trouble between
the two countries.

The goodwill of the Government of the United States
to Japan was strikingly shown in 1883, when in response
to a widely expressed public sentiment, Congress refunded
to Japan $785,000, the share of the United States of
the indemnity paid by Japan after the bombardment of
ShimonosekL As already remarked, that event was the
immediate cause of Japan determining to take full advantage
of Western science and appliances to enable her to assume
her proper place among the nations of the world; and,
although in the end it proved a blessing to Japan, at the
time it seemed a very high-handed, if not barbarous, proceed-
ing, The return of this indemnity only gave a tangible
form to the spirit of goodwill which the representatives
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